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•• Overlapping major events Overlapping major events 
Downtown:Downtown:
–– NFL Experience at NFL Experience at CoboCobo CenterCenter

–– Motown Winter BlastMotown Winter Blast

–– NFL/Media Headquarters at NFL/Media Headquarters at 
Renaissance CenterRenaissance Center

–– Private events throughout the Private events throughout the 
week at major venues and small week at major venues and small 
clubsclubs

–– Super Bowl game at Ford FieldSuper Bowl game at Ford Field



Major Event Areas

Key Issues

Planned Closures

Transit Services

Circulation Plan

Questions



Management Strategy
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•• Use ParkUse Park --andand --Rides to intercept Rides to intercept 
vehicles heading downtownvehicles heading downtown

•• Direct thru border traffic to Direct thru border traffic to 
Ambassador BridgeAmbassador Bridge

•• Use Use VMSsVMSs to manage traffic to manage traffic 
entering downtown entering downtown 

•• Maintain circulating perimeter Maintain circulating perimeter 
around Winter Blast closure around Winter Blast closure 
zonezone

•• Intersection management by Intersection management by 
law enforcementlaw enforcement



Gameday Traffic Mgmt
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•• Promote WSU Park & Ride as Promote WSU Park & Ride as 
preferred game parking (10,000 preferred game parking (10,000 
spaces)spaces)

•• NFL/GM preNFL/GM pre --selling River East selling River East 
structure (2,000 spaces)structure (2,000 spaces)

•• Charter/pass parking in area Charter/pass parking in area 
bounded by Mack, Russell, bounded by Mack, Russell, 
Gratiot, CassGratiot, Cass

•• Encourage NFLX, WB traffic to Encourage NFLX, WB traffic to 
use Muse M --1010



Street Closure Overview
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MWB – The Plan
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•• Closure of Woodward Avenue Closure of Woodward Avenue 
and major eastand major east --west streetswest streets

•• Key Issues:Key Issues:
–– Maintaining parking access Maintaining parking access 

(particularly Compuware)(particularly Compuware)

–– Keeping general traffic away from Keeping general traffic away from 
closure areasclosure areas

–– Maintaining emergency, delivery, Maintaining emergency, delivery, 
snow removal accesssnow removal access



Motown Winter Blast
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MWB – The Reality
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•• Plan was effective:Plan was effective:
–– Little congestion or issues for Little congestion or issues for 

Compuware trafficCompuware traffic
–– Closure of roads before Griswold Closure of roads before Griswold 

very effective to controlling very effective to controlling 
congestioncongestion

–– Roads immediately surrounding Roads immediately surrounding 
Winter Blast were fairly Winter Blast were fairly 
accessibleaccessible

–– Grand Circus Park was focal Grand Circus Park was focal 
point, but traffic movement point, but traffic movement 
maintainedmaintained



Riverfront Area – The Plan
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•• Security procedures required Security procedures required 
for accessing Renaissance for accessing Renaissance 
Center and Center and CoboCobo CenterCenter

•• Screening for Screening for CoboCobo to begin to begin 
WednesdayWednesday

•• Screening for Screening for RenRen CenCen to begin to begin 
FridayFriday

•• Use of Atwater Street as a Use of Atwater Street as a 
““ sterilesterile ”” access routeaccess route



Riverfront Area – Fri-Sun
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Riverfront Area–The Reality
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•• WB Jefferson access WB Jefferson access 
restrictions were relaxedrestrictions were relaxed

•• Enhanced messaging was Enhanced messaging was 
necessarynecessary

•• RenCenRenCen procedures were procedures were 
difficult to implement given difficult to implement given 
timing of eventstiming of events

•• RenCenRenCen access signage was access signage was 
confusingconfusing



Stadium Area – The Plan
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•• Security perimeter in place Security perimeter in place 
Friday before Friday before GamedayGameday

•• Single vehicle access point to Single vehicle access point to 
secured zonesecured zone

•• Pedestrian checkpoints at Pedestrian checkpoints at 
several locationsseveral locations

•• Closure of Madison Avenue Closure of Madison Avenue 
ramp beginning 1/27ramp beginning 1/27

•• GamedayGameday closures of other closures of other 
major arteriesmajor arteries
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Stadium Area – The Reality
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•• Little use of posted Madison Little use of posted Madison 
Detour; more congestion on Detour; more congestion on 
LafayetteLafayette

•• Most aspects went according to Most aspects went according to 
planplan

•• Heavy need for screening Heavy need for screening ––
““ can we park here?can we park here? ””

•• Events on Woodward required Events on Woodward required 
significant coordinationsignificant coordination



Transit – The Plan
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•• ParkPark --andand --Rides provided from Rides provided from 
several suburban locations and several suburban locations and 
Wayne State UniversityWayne State University

•• ParkPark --andand --ride hub at Fort St/ ride hub at Fort St/ 
Cass AvenueCass Avenue

•• Detour for normal EastDetour for normal East --side side 
routes planned for crossing routes planned for crossing 
towntown

•• Keep Transit Windsor buses Keep Transit Windsor buses 
within Tunnel Plazawithin Tunnel Plaza



Transit Strategy
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Transit – The Reality
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•• Be careful what you wish for Be careful what you wish for ––
overlyoverly --effective marketingeffective marketing

•• Volumes on parkVolumes on park --andand --ride ride 
system far outpaced system far outpaced 
projectionsprojections

•• More of a lateMore of a late --night crowd than night crowd than 
expectedexpected

•• Needed plan adjustments, Needed plan adjustments, 
messaging throughout messaging throughout 
weekend to help manageweekend to help manage



On-Street Parking – The Plan
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•• Recommended parking Recommended parking 
restrictions will help facilitate:restrictions will help facilitate:
–– General CirculationGeneral Circulation

–– VehicleVehicle --forfor --Hire ZonesHire Zones

–– Snow RemovalSnow Removal

•• Restrictions focused on major Restrictions focused on major 
corridors, central circulation corridors, central circulation 
looploop



On-Street Parking Restrictions
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On-Street Parking – The Reality
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•• Hugely effective in helping Hugely effective in helping 
circulationcirculation

•• Minor inconvenience to Minor inconvenience to 
businessesbusinesses

•• Some interesting towing Some interesting towing 
incidentsincidents ……

•• Plenty of parking still availablePlenty of parking still available



General Circulation–The Plan
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•• Maintain maximum freeway Maintain maximum freeway 
access possibleaccess possible

•• Direct Direct CoboCobo / / RenRen CenCen traffic to traffic to 
security checkpointssecurity checkpoints

•• Direct NFL Experience traffic to Direct NFL Experience traffic to 
use JLA Parkinguse JLA Parking

•• Allow Winter Blast traffic to Allow Winter Blast traffic to 
naturally distribute itselfnaturally distribute itself

•• Maintain circulating perimeter Maintain circulating perimeter 
around Winter Blastaround Winter Blast



Pre-Gameday Circulation
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General Circulation–The Reality
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•• Largely successful planLargely successful plan

•• Chokepoints at anticipated Chokepoints at anticipated 
locations: locations: 
–– CoboCobo Center, Center, 

–– Grand Circus ParkGrand Circus Park

–– BroadwayBroadway

–– LafayetteLafayette

•• Other unexpected conditionsOther unexpected conditions

•• Parking availability goodParking availability good



Gameday Circulation – The Plan
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•• Closures of Gratiot, WoodwardClosures of Gratiot, Woodward

•• Game parking at WSU, shuttled Game parking at WSU, shuttled 
to game siteto game site

•• Widened security perimeterWidened security perimeter

•• Winter Blast, NFL Experience, Winter Blast, NFL Experience, 
close before game time close before game time –– direct direct 
traffic to use Mtraffic to use M --10, avoid I10, avoid I --75/   75/   
II--375375



Gameday Circulation
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Gameday Circulation – The Reality
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•• VERY successful movement of VERY successful movement of 
ticketholdersticketholders

•• Planned moves (charter buses, Planned moves (charter buses, 
limos, passlimos, pass --holders) very holders) very 
efficientefficient

•• More usage of parkMore usage of park --andand --ride for ride for 
ticketholdersticketholders than expectedthan expected

•• Majority of traffic cleared within Majority of traffic cleared within 
one hour after game endone hour after game end



Keys to Success
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•• PartnershipsPartnerships

•• Auxiliary TOC at MITSCAuxiliary TOC at MITSC

•• Flexibility/AdaptabilityFlexibility/Adaptability

•• Advanced PlanningAdvanced Planning

•• Sense of OwnershipSense of Ownership
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